
Should the voting age be lowered to 16?  

 

The debate around whether or not the voting age should be lowered to 16 has been ongoing 

for some time now. On one side of the argument are those who believe that lowering the 

voting age is beneficial, as it gives younger generations a greater say in how their future will 

look. Those on the other side of this debate believe that people aged 16 and under do not have 

sufficient knowledge or life experience to make informed decisions within elections.  

 

The key argument in favor of lowering the voting age to 16 is that young people are more likely 

to participate in politics and engage with current affairs if they are allowed to cast a vote. 

People aged 16 and under are not far removed from those who are already eligible to vote, so it 

stands to reason that allowing them a say in how the country is run would increase the youth’s 

political engagement. This could even help create new generations of politically active voters, 

which can only be beneficial for democratic societies like ours.  

 

Additionally, lowering the voting age allows younger generations an early opportunity to 

practice their right as citizens. Casting a vote is an important part of being a citizen, and by 

giving minors this privilege at an earlier age, they will become more accustomed to the process 

and more likely to take part in elections as adults.  

 

On the other hand, those opposing lowering the voting age believe that people aged 16 and 

under lack adequate knowledge of politics and are therefore unable to make informed 

decisions when casting a vote. It is argued that minors are not mature enough or well-versed 

enough in political affairs to be trusted with something as important as choosing who will 

govern them. Furthermore, opponents point out that young people’s opinions on certain 

matters can often change drastically over time, which could lead to an electorate whose views 

do not accurately reflect those of the wider population. 

 

Despite the arguments made by those opposed to lowering the voting age, there are many 

compelling reasons why it should be lowered. People aged 16 and under are just as capable of 

making informed decisions on important political issues as their older counterparts; they simply 

need to be given an opportunity to do so. Furthermore, by allowing younger generations a 

voice in politics at a younger age, we can create new generations of engaged voters who will 

have a vested interest in their country’s future.  

 



In conclusion, it is clear that allowing people aged 16 and under to vote would bring numerous 

benefits for democratic societies like ours while also giving young people an early chance to 

practice their right as citizens. It is therefore my position that the voting age should be lowered 

to 16.  

 

By doing so, we can create a stronger, more informed electorate and help foster a new 

generation of politically engaged citizens. It is therefore my belief that the voting age should be 

lowered to 16. 


