
Why should gun control laws be stricter in the United States? 

 

Gun control laws in the United States are currently too lenient and need to be 

strengthened for the safety of all citizens. The proliferation of gun violence, particularly 

in urban areas, is a major cause for concern. Even though the Second Amendment 

grants citizens the right to bear arms, this does not mean that there should be no 

restrictions or regulations on those arms.  

 

The main argument in support of stricter gun control laws is that they would reduce the 

amount of violence and crime involving firearms. If guns were more difficult to obtain, 

only those with lawful intent would be able to acquire them. This would go a long way 

toward reducing gun-related homicides, suicides, and accidents.  

 

The statistics on gun violence in the United States are staggering. According to the 

FBI’s Uniform Crime Report, there were 14,415 firearm homicides in 2019. That number 

is only a fraction of the 40,000 deaths by firearms that occur each year in the country. 

Gun suicides account for 60% of all firearm deaths and make up nearly half of all 

suicides in the United States.  

 

The lax gun control laws in this country make it easy for anyone to obtain a firearm, 

even those who are unqualified or mentally unstable. There is no universal background 

check system, and many states still allows for private sales of guns without any 

background checks whatsoever. This means that anyone can purchase a gun in the 

United States without any kind of screening process. 

 

The counter-argument to stricter gun control laws is that they would violate the Second 

Amendment and infringe upon citizens' right to bear arms. Some people believe that 

gun ownership is a fundamental right, and any attempt to restrict it would be 

unconstitutional.  

 

Furthermore, some argue that increased gun control will not reduce crime or violence. 

They point out that many of the countries with strictest firearm regulations still have high 

rates of gun-related fatalities. For instance, in Mexico, one of the most restrictive 

countries when it comes to gun control, there were more than 24,000 firearms-related 

homicides in 2019. Similarly, France has a number of strict gun laws yet still sees 

around 3,000 firearm deaths each year. 



 

Another issue is that criminals will always find ways to acquire firearms illegally 

regardless of any regulation imposed on legal sales. This means that people looking for 

access to guns can easily find them on the black market or through illegal means. This 

makes it difficult for law enforcement officials to effectively enforce new laws since they 

have no way of knowing exactly who is purchasing guns illegally and where those 

weapons are going.  

 

Finally, some opponents of increased gun control laws argue that these measures 

would only be effective if they were implemented on a global scale. The United States 

cannot adequately regulate its own firearms if other countries are not doing the same 

thing; as long as guns are readily available elsewhere in the world, there will always be 

a risk of illegal weapons being imported into this country.  

 

Ultimately, stricter gun control laws may not be an effective solution for reducing violent 

crime and death caused by firearms in the United States. Even if such measures were 

passed into law at the federal level, it is unlikely that they would solve all the problems 

associated with gun violence in this country due to their limited scope and incomplete 

enforcement abilities. 


